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December 2011 

The Tri-State Christian Fellowship was founded in 1978 by men and women from the Christian 
Churches located in Southwest Georgia, Southeast Alabama, and the Panhandle of Florida. The 
original function of the fellowship was to meet for the purpose of fellowship and to assist the 
struggling congregations in the area. 

Those desires yet remain in the Fellowship. We are concerned about every congregation in the 
area; in making sure that every congregation has preaching at least on Sunday mornings. We do 
that by using retired preachers, lay preachers, and others from our area gifted in preaching that 
are available. Also, the Fellowship helps small congregations find physical items needed to 
hold worship and educational services. Trustees from our congregations meet quarterly to 
discuss items related to the issues and concerns of the tri-state area. 
 
We also assist in starting new Churches in the area. Through 2009 the Fellowship has been  
instrumental in helping to start four congregations. The latest is the Crossbridge Christian 
Church located in Tallahassee, Florida. 

In 1983 the Fellowship secured 30 acres of land on which to start a Church Camp. Since then 
we have purchased 13.7 acres bringing the total to 43.7 acres. Recently the trustees of the camp 
changed the name to Tri-State Christian Camp and Retreat Center. The camp now has 96 beds 
in six cabins, 7 motel type rooms in the staff building, a main building that seats over 100, a 
swimming pool, volleyball court, outdoor basketball court, softball field, a zip line and an eight 
element challenge course. In 2007 three lots of nearly 4 acres were added, giving us 47+ acres. 

Each year our Churches have youth camps, grouped be grade levels in school, during the month 
of June. The main purpose of our youth camps is to help build the Kingdom of God one youth 
at a time. Several of those who make a decision to obey the Bible in Christian Baptism are 
baptized at the camp, but most do so before their local congregation. 

The phrase "Retreat Center" was added to the title of the camp in December 2005, to reflect on 
not only what we are doing with various retreats each year but also is indicative of our 20 year 
plan for the camp. The camp desires to be a retreat center for both youth and adults. Our plans 
are to have more for the adults who will come to camp to be edified by good Bible based 
teaching, preaching, and fellowship that connects us together. We want the camp to be a place 
where all can retreat from the cares of the World and have fun, worship God, and learn from 
each other. 

One of the retreats in 2005 was our Men's Advance. This was one of our best attended retreats 
in a long time. The Bible teaches that as iron sharpens iron so one man sharpens another. 
 
Every year the women have great retreats. In 2006 the women from the Crestview Christian 
Church sponsored the Women's Retreat. Their theme was: "A Quilt in Time." They put together 
a quilt that is made up of pieces of quilts from all the Churches in the Fellowship. This will 
signify the unity we have as a Fellowship working together for the cause of Christ. In a real  
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sense we are sown together as individual Churches that make up a unifying body accomplish 
more as we work together. 
 
When our Churches are not using the camp facilities we rent it to others. Income from the 
rental is helpful in the operation of the camp as well as helping with expenses as we develop 
the 20 year plan. We enjoy the camp and would not be good stewards if we did not share God's 
blessings with others. 

It is our desire that everyone who attends camp will be a winner. Winning the prize of salvation 
in Jesus Christ that leads to a eternal life with Him. 

We have a group called the "20 Year Team" that was established in 2004 to assist the trustees 
in meeting all the requirements of the Walton County Planning Department so that further 
growth in buildings and programs can happen. They have looked ahead for the next 20 years 
and expanded both the youth camp area and the adult retreat center. Also they have prioritized 
the different stages of development.  

Another part of the Fellowship is providing scholarships for those who have financial needs. 
The first is the Dykes Scholarship Fund that provides money for those from our Churches 
who desire to attend one of our Bible Colleges and Seminaries. The founder of this scholarship 
wants to see more of our men and women train to preach and teach God's Word. We have had 
19 of our young men and women from our area go to Bible College to train to go all the World 
and share the Good News. The second is the Chipley Scholarship Fund which is designed to 
help any child in our area to attend Summer Youth Camp who could not come because of 
finances. Each year we give partial and full scholarships. 

In 2000 the Tri-State Christian Fellowship began the Tri-State Christian Convention. The 
convention provides a place where all of our Churches can come together for edification and 
encouragement in ministry. The preachers of the Fellowship initially started the convention but 
it has grown to the point where many from our congregations give help and support. We 
encourage everyone in the area to attend this great gathering to hear the best preachers from the 
Christian Churches and highly informative workshops led by those who have proven 
themselves in there area of service. In 2009 the Convention launched a very successful 
“Service” aspect. On Saturday morning attendees rolled up their sleeves and participated in 
helping the Tallahassee Community. 

How does all this happen?       

These ministries happen because our preachers are united in this work. Our Tri-State Christian 
Fellowship Trustees have a desire for all of our congregations to grow in number and in the 
Spirit of Christ. Most of all, it takes all of us praying for the ministries of each congregation 
and working together to make a difference in our area. It has taken lots of time, effort, and 
money to get where we are today. Together with God's blessings we can do even greater work 
in this area because of the example of those who have gone before us. So you might ask, "What 
can I do?" 

1. Pray for the trustees from each of the congregations of the Fellowship 

2. Encourage your trustee and hold him responsible for attendance and be active in 
the work of the Fellowship. 

3. Subscribe to the Fellowship Newsletter. 
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4. Encourage your mission’s team to support the Fellowship, as well as, your 
personal giving. 

 
History 

This brief history of the Tri-State Christian Fellowship Inc. was originally prepared for the 25th 
Anniversary of the fellowship by Johnny Arnold (Tri-State Christian Fellowship Director & 
Camp/Retreat Center Director). This document was edited in the fall of 2009 and Spring of 
2010 by Tom Hart (President of the Tri-State Christian Fellowship). There is no way that one 
person could complete the task of covering all the Fellowship has done over the 25 plus years. 
We ask those reading this information to contact us for corrections and additions. 

Here is a very brief history indicating the major tasks that were 
accomplished through the years: 

1978- The Christian Churches of  North Florida (Pan Handle), Southwest Georgia and 
Southeast Alabama areas for a number of years participated together in such events as 
men's meetings, woman's meetings and summer youth camps. In more recent years the 
men of this area began to hold quarterly meetings to enhance fellowship and strengthen 
the efforts of the churches in the area. The earliest dated materials, in Johnny's possession, 
goes back to an area Family Retreat held at Camp Timpoochee, on October 24 & 25 1978. 

1982 - This group also saw the need for the Tri-State area Churches to have a permanent 
campsite for use by the Churches of the area. On September 11th of 1982 a Workshop and 
Planning Meeting was held to start a prayer effort concerning a permanent place to have a 
camp. On November 13th of that same year the Permanent Camp Committee met at the 
Concerned Christian Church at DeFuniak Springs, Fl. to give consideration to a possible 
land offer and to examine the land as a possible campsite. Then on Saturday, December 
11th, 1982 at the Concerned Christian Church the Permanent Camp Committee presented a 
proposal to the Tri-State Christian Fellowship to accept a donation of 10 acres of 
forestland to establish a camp with the option to purchase additional land. There were 58 
representatives present at that meeting. They unanimously voted to accept the offer of 
Mrs. Lillian D. "Bill" Sisk, a member of the Concerned Christian Church, and to purchase 
an additional twenty acres adjacent to the ten for the sum of $20,000.00. Five thousand 
was paid down on the 20 acres with the remainder in payment over a number of years. 

1983 - By March 7, 1983 the group had amassed $3,126.67 that was applied toward the 
purchase of the land. Al that time Clifton Savoy was the Chairman of the Tri-State 
Christian Fellowship and Tim West was secretary. The twelve churches agreed for the 
fellowship to incorporate on June 21,1983 and become the Tri-State Christian Fellowship 
Inc. in the State of Florida. 

Immediately the land was surveyed and cleared selectively by hand. Organized workdays 
of the Church groups were held. The work crews would often eat and sleep in the 
Concerned (now 1st) Christian Church building. On June 17, 1983 a questionnaire was sent 
out to 20 preachers in the Tri-State area with 11 responding. The questionnaire dealt with 
what size the camp should be, what facilities we would like to have, and which would take 
priority. We were planning to start the main building in 1984 and hold camp in 1985. This 
goal was delayed. 
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Although progress in the first few years of camp history seemed to be slow they were  
productive. Those years were spent in paying on the initial loan to Mrs. Sisk, clearing the land, 
raising interest among our churches and the Tri-State area, raising money, and getting excited 

about what the Lord was doing. 

Workers would come on Friday nights and try to sleep on the pews of the Concerned (now 
1st) Christian Church, usually having breakfast at Mamie's Restaurant in downtown 
DeFuniak Springs. 

During the time of clearing and construction miraculously no one was ever seriously injured. 
Most of us received a scratch or cut at some time but never enough to stop work. David 
Forrester cut his leg with a chain saw but super glued the wound shut and continued to work. 
We worked with saws, machetes, axes, nail guns, cranes, tractors, backhoes, bull dozers, and all 
kinds of power tools. Buildings went up slow because most of the workers would come in on 
Friday evening or Saturday. Several retired members of the Churches of the area would bring 
their camper or RV onto the grounds md leave in place for weeks or months during the major 
times of construction. We had college professors, military personal, state workers, secretaries, 
nurses, students, sportsmen, police officers, teachers, professional people, as well as carpenters, 
plumbers, electricians, roofers, tile setters, and people skilled in air conditioning and heating 
working side by side to do the impossible. However, with God all things are possible. For 
which we are truly thankful. 

During construction of the main building and the dorms, Cauly Huggins found two old trailers 
in Tallahassee with good air conditioners and bathrooms that worked. They were brought to the 
site. Some families would live in one of the trailers to work during the week while they were 
visiting and working. The other trailer was used mostly on week-ends. Other workers would 
bring their motor homes or trailers to the site. 

1985 - The road was built, ball field and building sites were cleared, and the RV area was laid 
out.  The first building was a well house (with well), a 1976 pick up truck was donated, 
land was surveyed, utility poles placed, septic tanks approved, right of way from Hwy 90 
was granted, and building plans for the main building and cabins were drawn. 

1986 - The camp was given the official name: Tri-State Christian Camp. After the foundation 
for the main building was in, Bob Turknett and Glen ONeal led the construction work. On 
October 24-25 the churches of the Tri-State had a celebration and ribbon cutting 
ceremony in the new main building. Now that the main building was up we could start to 
visualize the reality of the dream and answer to our prayers. 

1987 - We continued to work on the main building and natural gas was installed. Plans were 
completed for 5 dorms housing 16 occupants and cost estimates were received. The final 
estimates were between $ 15,000.00 and $ 18,000.00 per unit, all to look alike. The 
exterior would be cypress lapping and the interior cypress paneling like the main building. 

1988-89 - The main building was finished, five dorms were about 80% completed, 
AC/heating completed in the main building, and the 20 acres purchased from Mrs. Sisk 
was paid in full. Mr. and Mrs. Jim Weeks were secured as camp overseers. We voted to 
purchase an additional 11 acres for camp expansion. In the summer of 1989 we had the 
first two weeks of camp on the property. The junior week had 54 and the senior week had 
33. Before the first official weeks. First Christian in Tallahassee held a first chance camp 
weekend with 10 campers. Almost all of them attended camp and many are now serving 
as camp faculty. 
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1990 - The pool and four teaching shelters were built, AC/hearing installed in all dorms, and a 
maintenance building was added. Also the Disciples Heritage Church in Pensacola 
applied for membership with the Fellowship. 
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1991 - The Fellowship purchased a tractor, added a basketball court and improved the softball 
field. 

1992 - Grace Christian Church applied for membership with the Fellowship. 

1993 - Howard and Carol Stevens became the camp managers. The camp manager's home with 
one acre adjacent to the camp property was purchased. There were considerable repairs 
to the camp manager's residence and the RV area. The Camp was featured in the 
DeFuniak Herald in the "Lifestyle" section and was described as "deluxe 
accommodations at a Christian Camp." That same year the Camp gave consideration to 
having continual educational opportunities for the area preachers. There was no follow 
through. 

1994 - The camp added a staff dorm of three motel style rooms. Men's and Women's full baths 
and laundry room for the RV area. 
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1995 - Jim and Marva Whittle became camp managers. A Senior Saints Retreat was held on 
May 19-20 with Max Smith the speaker. The Camp received a 1980 Dodge Van 
(Nicknamed the “Blue Experience”) and golf cart. 

1997 - A carport and storage-laundry room were added to the camp manager's home. The 
Men's Retreat had Bill Clark and Carlos Fields as main speakers. 

1998 - Bryan and Stephanie Young became our camp managers. 

1999 - Kendra and Steven Key were camp managers for a few months. We started plans for an 
addition to the staff dorm. The addition included an office area and a nurse's station. Also, 
the camp purchased approximately 12 acres of land adjacent to the camp, fronting on 
Peacock Road. 

2000 - The Tri-State Christian Convention began in Panama City. The Camp hooked up to 
the DeFuniak Springs water system. Bob and Jaime Brown became camp managers. 
We began construction on the addition to the staff dorm. 

2001 - The addition to the staff dorm was completed and includes four motel style rooms and 
an office. 
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2002 - Johnny Arnold became the Director of the Tri-State Christian Fellowship. Since he has 
been here regular Newsletters have been created and distributed and records have been 
kept. 

2003 – A building permit was obtained for new Girl's Dorm. 

2004 - New Girl's Dorm costs $30,000. First five Dorms cost $15,000 each. August 2004, New 
Girl's Dorm finished. 
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2005 - New Crossbridge Church established in Tallahassee. Bunk Beds and Mattresses are 
being added to dorms. All the comments about the new bunks and mattresses have been 
highly favorable. At present we have all new wooden beds and mattresses in the new 
cabin and cabin 3 with 8 We have purchased 40 mattresses so we need 54 more. The cost 
for each new wooden bunk bee and hardware is a little over $100.00, and the mattresses 
cost $85.00. When you figure in freight the cost of each new bunk bed with mattresses is 
about $300.00. 

 
 Sand volley ball court added near Main Building. 
 

 
 

Camp Directors House 
In 2003 the Trustees set up a fund for the Director’s House. To date there is over $13, 000 
in this fund. If all goes well we hope to have the 20 year plan approved by the county this 
fall. At that time we plan to begin building and expanding as directed by the trustees. 
(This didn’t happen) 

At the December 2005 meeting of the trustees it was decided that we need to change the 
name of the camp to Tri-State Christian Camp and Retreat Center in keeping with the 
20 year plan for the camp. Already we are holding several retreats from our Churches and 
rentals. Plans for the future will include expansion for greater adult retreat usage. The 
name camp has the connotation of a place for youth. Retreat Center will better portray 
what the camp is all about. It is the mission of the camp to be of spiritual benefit to all 
ages. A visitor who was getting a tour of the camp made the remark, "this is not a camp it 
“is” a retreat center." The addition to our name better defines who we are and what we 
want to become. 
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The Tri-State Christian Convention was the biggest and best ever with over 500 
registrations and with an all time high attendance of 332. 
 
Three members of the 20 Year Team met with the Walton County Planning Department 
to lay out the future plans for the development of the camp and Fellowship space needs.. 

The Ladies Retreat was a success with over 80 in attendance. 

Besides the work teams from our Tri-State Churches there were work teams from 
Johnson Bible College, Lincoln Christian College, Eglin AFB, and the Pisgah Christian 
Church from Indiana that came to help with camp improvements. 

 

                         New climbing wall and fitness course added. 

Our Family Camp was exciting and filled with fun. We had over 90 in attendance. 
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2006 - We have two Civil Engineers on our team that are now working on the grading and 
drainage of our 20 year plan for development of the camp. As soon as they complete their 
work all of our planning will be turned into the Walton County Planning Department for 
consideration. Please keep this item in your prayers. We cannot add any additional 
buildings until we comply. This has been a long and costly process but we are confident 
that we will succeed in getting approval to continue. 

2007 - At present we have the opportunity to expand our camp grounds by nearly four acres. 
The land is 3 adjoining lots located on the northwest comer where the brick house is 
located on Peacock Road and goes all the way to our camp entrance. This land would 
give us a barrier that is needed between the camp and our neighbors. We have a natural 
barrier on every side except the north side. The cost of the property is high because the 
price of land in this area has increased. Several factors have brought this about and those 
factors will not change. 

 
The price for the three lots (just under 4 acres) is $77,500.00. There is an individual in 
our Christian Churches who has agreed to match our raising of that amount to purchase 
the land by May 16, 2007. That means that if we raise $38,750 by May 16 he will match 
that amount. He wants it to come from within our Churches and not a lending institution 
because he wants our people to share in the work of the camp personally. His desire is 
that more people come to love the camp and what the camp is doing to help change the 
lives of young and old in their walk with Christ. If we pass up this opportunity the lots 
will be sold individually and the purchase of the three lots together will most likely never 
happen again. 

 

The Trustees voted to purchase the land. Already the Crestview Christian Church has 
voted to give one-thousand towards the property with a challenge to all other Churches to 
do the same, the Trustee from the Concerned Christian Church made an announcement 
last Sunday and raised ov $3,900.00. I understand another Church has approved 
$5,000.00.                                                                                            
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(August) New lots purchased -In Chronicles chapter four and verse nine a man by the name of 
Jabez prayed that God would bless him and enlarge his territory. God heard his prayer and 
blessed him. On May 16, 2007 we closed on the three lots adjacent to the camp and now have 
the title and title insurance. Like Jabez, God heard our request to expand the boundary of the 
camp and has blessed us with land that can be used for that purpose. We thank our trustees of 
the camp for leading a capital funds campaign that exceeded the amount that was needed to 
purchase the land. The additional gifts will be used to have the land surveyed and help pay for 
the engineering drawings needed for the 20 year construction plans. 

 

                 
 

 

Donated Materials - We are thankful to those who give gifts of money to the camp but we are 
also grateful to those who give material goods as well. Most recent gifts include: 
Tom & Kathy Walker donated 660 feet of fencing along with 70 post with ties and large bowls. 
.  Jim Tatum was instrumental in getting us 17 white pearl marble counter tops and sinks, 3 
shower bases, 37 panels for shower stalls, several base and wall cabinets, and 17 pieces of 
granite. Dave Wilson provided the truck and trailer to haul these items. Dan Shannon acquired 
a soft serve ice cream machine for the camp. 
 
2007 - at a Glance 

• Purchased 3 lots adjacent to camp property 
• Two Spanish groups and one Brazilian group 
• First bridal party 

• Two 50th wedding anniversary celebrations 

• Largest group ever at camp -130 campers 
• 31 groups and largest number in one year 
• An RV camping group (Norm Brown) 

• Largest number of decisions for Christ
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2008 - Director's House - "A Time to Build" Ecc. 3:3 

The writer of Ecclesiastes wrote these words indicating that there is a time to act and accomplish a 
certain task. In June of 2003 the trustees approved an account for the purpose of building a 

residence on the Fellowship's property for the director. It appears that now is that time. We cannot 
build anything on the camp proper until we comply with all the requirements of the county 

planning department. However, we can build now on the land purchased last year since they are 

plotted. At present we have $20,000 in the house fund, 

The trustees agreed that the building would be financed with gifts from friends of the Fellowship 
and the investments of "Faith Notes." We used the Faith Notes method several years ago to 
purchase the caretakers house and build the swimming pool. "Faith Notes" will be granted in 

$1,000 increments at the rate of 6% interest over a period of 1 to 10 years according to the 

investor's wishes. Already we have $30,000 in Faith Notes invested by our trustees and officers. 

Cauly Huggins is the person to contact to purchase the faith notes and Don Meeks will oversee the 
return on the investments. 

 

 

 

The house is a 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath with a library and will be located on the lot next to the 
caretaker's house at the present entrance of the camp. 
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After the last Trustee's Meeting at the camp the trustees, director and others met at the 
recently cleared lot where the director's house will be built. The plans are in the process of 
being submitted to the building department and we are looking at who will do the slab 
work and other important decisions that have to be made to build the house. We will be 
needing help in framing and getting the building under roof. We also will need help with 
the wiring, plumbing mechanical work, shingling, siding, and other needed items. 

Zip line added across the ball field.   

                 .  
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2009 - One of the friends of the camp recently asked if we had finished the new house. I told 
him that it is not finished but we are working on it. We do have the slab, rough-in 
plumbing, and have started on the walls. During summer youth camp there is no time to 
do building. However, no that summer camp is over we can give more time to the new 
resi.ence. With the help of friend and an occasional stranger we are making progress.  

 

                                     

Framing for the house June of 2009 

 

2011 -  The “House” is nearly complete, except for gas and electricity. 

  

               

Trustees in front of house, September 24, 2011 
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Saturday, December 17, 2011 the Trustees met and elected new officers. The 
minutes are as follows: 

Tri-State Christian Trustees Meeting 12/17/11 

Trustees or alternates in attendance were:  Bill Baker, Keith Summers, Cindy 

Meeks, Florette Murchison, Tom Hart, Armando Lozano and Michael Ervin 

Meeting was opened by Tom Hart.  He discussed the notebooks which are a way 

keeping records of the changes we make.  These notebooks contain bylaws, 

pictures, and a list of churches that are part of the trustees.  The history was 

discussed as well.  God’s provision  has been shown throughout the history of the 

camp.  In the front of the notebook is the official charter.  Next the bylaws were 

discussed.  Additionally, each trustee that attended was provided a personal copy 

of the bylaws.  The trustees are to read these and be ready to vote on 

approval/disapproval of them in our March meeting.     

A motion was made to leave the officers as they were by Armando Lozano.  A 

second to the  motion was given by Keith Summers.  The yes votes were 

unanimous.  The officers are all interested in continuing their current positions.  

Tom Hart, President; Don Meeks, Vice-President; Cindy Meeks, Secretary; and 

Florette Murchison, Treasurer 

The next meeting is scheduled for March and will be sent out to the trustees by 

email as well as posted on the website. 

Meeting adjourned by Tom Hart at 9:30am. 
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After the Trustees Meeting everyone adjourned to the “House“ for a tour 
and photos. 

 

 

        

 

Front row: Jim Tatum, Cindy Meeks, Linda Meeks, Don Meets, Ryan Davis and, Mr. & 
Mrs. Michael Ervin; Back row: Ben Tatum, Lando Brown, Chris Tatum, Brad Davis, 

Carolyn Arnold, Les Brown and Florette Murchison  

 

 

 

 

Don Meeks, Cindy Meeks, Keith Summers, Tom Hart, Florette Murchison, Carolyn 
Arnold, Bill Baker and Michael Ervin 
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 Friday, December 16, 2011 

The grandkids of Johnny & Carolyn Arnold slept in their bedroom in the new 
house for the first time.  Following are photos of the Girl’s Bedroom and the 

dining Room on Saturday, December 17th: 
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Following is evidence from 2002-2009 records: 

Tri-State Fellowship Officers 

Year 

 

President 

 

Vice President 

 

Secretary 

 

Treasurer 

 2002 

 

Bill Baker 

 

Wes Stedlefeld 

 

Dennis Dilley 

 

Joe McCaskill 

 2003 

 

Wes Stedlefeld 

 

Roy Lay 

 

Sharon Day 

 

Joe McCaskill 

 2004 

 

Wes Stedlefeld 

 

Roy Lay 

 

Sharon Day 

 

Joe McCaskill 

 2005 

 

Wes Stedlefeld 

 

Roy Lay 

 

Sharon Day 

 

Joe McCaskill 

 2006 

 

Tom Hart 

 

Don Meeks 

 

Frank Cams 

 

Joe McKaskill 

 2007 

 

Tom Hart 

 

Don Meeks 

 

Frank Cams 

 

Florette Murchison 

 2008 

 

Tom Hart 

 

Don Meeks 

 

Frank Cams 

 

Florette Murchison 

 2009 

 

Tom Hart 

 

Don Meeks 

 

Libby King 

 

Florette Murchison 

 
2010 Tom Hart Don Meeks Cindy Meeks Florette Murchison 

 
2011 Tom Hart Don Meeks Cindy Meeks Florette Murchison 

Camp Attendance 

Year 

 

1&2 
Grades 

 

3&4 
Grades 

 

5&6 
Grades 

 

7&8 
Grades 

 

High School 

 

Total 
Campers 

 

Staff 

 

2003 

 

25 

 

34 

 

42 

 

38 

 

39 

 

178 

 

62 

 2004 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

171 

  

 

2005 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

183 

  

 

2006 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

195 

  

 

2007 

 

12 

 

32 

 

66 

 

X 

 

74 

 

184 

  

 

2008 

 

11 

 

40 

 

39 

 

56 

 

87 

 

233 

  

 

2009 

 

7 

 

29 

 

35 

 

54 

 

71 

 

202 

 

73 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


